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O'Reilly center could signal more growth 
If the city is successful in landing a new O'Reilly Automotive Inc. distribution center, it will mark the third time in just more than a year the Lubbock Economic Development Alliance has managed to lure a new corporate investment partner to the Hub City. 

While LEDA still creates jobs through local expansion, fiscal 2006-07 could mark the first time that the city-appointed economic development corporation has managed to create more jobs through attraction efforts. 

That's a stunning statement to make in an era when many cities are just struggling to keep what they have, particularly in the Midwest and Upper Midwest - the latter taking a beating on the automotive front. 
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Bottom of Form

I've been told that if Lubbock can secure O'Reilly, chances are that other outside corporate expansions could surface. 

Not long ago, I questioned just what LEDA was doing when it spent more than $1 million to buy more than 500 acres off Interstate-27 at Yucca Lane, just south of the airport, and called the area the Lubbock Business Park. 

Turns out there may have been a method to their madness. 

Next month, Standard Bag Manufacturing Co. will break ground there on a new $7 million plant with the possibility of O'Reilly building a new 225,000-square-foot facility soon afterward. 

On Monday, I learned Lubbock isn't competing against "several cities" for the project, rather just one. Who that city is - unknown. 

O'Reilly says if it comes, the company will create 395 jobs. Add those to the 100 expected to be created by Standard Bag and 58 that will be hired at the new Macsa white corn flour plant that will break ground soon at a separate industrial site north of the airport called the Lubbock Rail Park - well, you do the math. 

Those jobs don't even include the eventual 320 hires that are expected to be made by Shearer's Manufacturing kettle chip operation, which is preparing to reopen the former Frito-Lay Inc. plant off Avenue B. 

LEDA is on a roll, but it hasn't been easy. 

There's a learning curve involved when you're starting from scratch. 

Nearly 12 years since it was formed by the city, LEDA is now reaping the benefits of hard work, patience and the art of listening, in particular to the outside consultant, Angelous Angelou, whom LEDA pays a nice chunk of change to to help steer corporate site selectors its way, i.e. professional scouts who steer companies looking to expand. 

Sometimes it's just about getting them here. 

Ask almost anyone who has visited Lubbock for the first time. Most I know are impressed with what they see, especially our general infrastructure. 

Slowly but surely, word is getting out. 

If O'Reilly put its stamp of approval on the city, get ready to make the climb to a new level. The sun isn't setting on Lubbock, it's just starting to rise.
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